
All about awarding 
Access to Higher Education Diplomas
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The Access to HE Diploma is a full Level 3 qualification designed to prepare adult 
learners without traditional qualifications for entry into Higher Education (HE). 
Highly respected and acknowledged throughout both the Further Education (FE) 
and HE sectors, Access to HE Diplomas provide the knowledge and skills needed to 
progress to Level 4 study at University or College and enable learners who may be 
lacking in confidence, without formal educational backgrounds or who have other 
commitments to succeed in Higher Education. 

Facts

 A typical Access to HE Diploma programme 
may be studied for 1 year full-time or 2 years 
part-time. 

 Programmes offered are generally organised 
to allow students to fit their study around 
their home, family and work commitments 
and can be delivered in one of three ways:

 in a traditional classroom setting, 

 wholly online, or 

 as a blended learning course depending   
on the particular Diploma and Centre. 

 

Access to Higher  
Education Diplomas

  Each year over 40,000 learners in the UK 
register on Access to HE Diplomas and the 
majority go on to succeed in HE and embark 
on life changing new careers.

  Studying an Access to HE Diploma leads to 
a national qualification, which is accepted 
as a standard entry qualification by HE 
providers in England and Wales. Open College 
Network West Midlands works with over 30 
Centres who offer over 150 Access to HE 
Diplomas in a wide range of sectors including; 
Health, Teaching, Social Work, IT, as well as 
more general Science, Social Science and 
Humanities routes. 

40,000 learners in the UK 
register on Access to HE 
Diplomas.

Over 30 Centres across the 
UK work with Open College 
Network West Midlands.

Over 150 Access Programmes 
are offered through Open 
College Network West 
Midlands.

 The majority learners with 
an Access to HE Diploma 
progress to college or 
university.

40,000 30 150 Life changing 
learning
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Open College Network West Midlands is a leading 
Access Validating Agency (AVA) licensed by the Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) to 
develop and award nationally recognised Access to 
Higher Education Diplomas. We are also proud of our 
status as a national Awarding Organisation regulated 
by Ofqual and Qualifications Wales to develop and 
award nationally recognised qualifications. 
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If you can’t see exactly what you’re looking for, please just get in touch. Access to HE Diplomas 
can be customised to provide for employers’ or training providers’ needs. New Access to HE 
Diplomas are regularly added so it’s worth asking.
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We offer an extensive range of
Access to HE Diplomas including: Access to Higher Education Diploma 

(Medicine and Health Care Professions)

 Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Science)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Social Science)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Social Science and Health)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Social Sciences and Humanities)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Social Sciences with Law)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Social Sciences with Literature)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Social Work)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Sports Science)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Art and Design)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Business and Law)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Business and Management)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Computing)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Education)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Engineering)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Health)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Humanities)

Access to Higher Education Diploma 
(Land Based Studies)
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Some learners require additional support and preparation before they undertake 
their Access course. 

Studying at Level 3 can be challenging for adult learners, particularly if they have been out of 
education for some time. We have created a range of fully funded Skills for Further Study Pre-
Access qualifications at Level 2 that are designed to get your learners ready for Level 3 learning. We 
have embedded study skills into the assessment strategy for these qualifications to help learners 
prepare for the challenges of Level 3 study, in addition to developing their subject knowledge. 

Pre-Access 
Online and blended  
Access to HE Diplomas

Why choose us as your  
AVA provider:
  A leading AVA with the lowest risk rating from QAA

  Development support for new Access to HE Diplomas

  Access to a bank of approved units across a range of curriculum areas

  A comprehensive course recognition process based on the process of peer review   
involving expert cross-sector practitioners

  Effective and supportive quality assurance through external moderation and regional  
standardisation with subject specialist Moderators to support and guide you

  An efficient registration and awards process with fast certification – 99% of certificates  
are sent out within 2 days of results being verified

  On-going curriculum support

  High value and competitively priced Access to HE Diplomas

  We can help to promote Access to HE Diplomas in your community to help with  
your recruitment 

  A long standing AVA with over 35 years’ experience in this field

  Online Access to HE Diploma offer.

Through an exclusive partnership with Pearltech UK Ltd we can 
also offer a wide range of fully online Access to HE Diplomas 
through highly innovative and leading 
industry software that enables Centres  
to tailor the content of their chosen  
Diploma course. 

For more information about our online Access to HE Diplomas please see our 
separate Online Brochure or contact us.

Open College Network West Midlands 
Access to HE Diplomas are developed 
by specialist practitioners from 
Further and Higher Education to  
meet the needs of students. With 
Centres delivering over 150 Access  
to Higher Education Diploma 
programmes across the country  
we are the AVA of choice.
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At Open College Network West Midlands the sharing of good practice is an 
important aspect of the support we offer you. As an Access to HE Centre approved 
with Open College Network West Midlands you will also benefit from the  
following services:

 An extensive programme of support 
for tutors. We host 6 coordinator forums 
per year. These include updates on Access 
developments, presentations from HE 
admissions tutors and the opportunity to 
network

 Continuous Professional Development 
(CPD) which includes Internal Moderation 
training running throughout the year. 
Other staff training is provided on learner 
registration and results and quality 
assurance

 Regular contact with your allocated 
Curriculum Area Moderator and Centre 
Reviewer, at interim and final moderation 
meetings.

Centres will also have the 
opportunity to:

 Nominate your learners for one of the 
fourteen annual Open College Network West 
Midlands Access to HE Learner Awards worth 
£500 and attend the ceremony

 Attend the biennial Open College 
Network West Midlands Access to 
HE Conference - a full day of speakers, 
workshops and networking opportunities

 Attend Open College Network 
West Midlands Regional Forums in 
various curriculum areas which involve 
representatives from FE and HE.

What does Access to HE involve?

Learners are required to achieve a total of 60 
credits in order to be awarded an Access to HE 
Diploma. 45 of the 60 credits come from units 
which are graded as pass, merit or distinction. 
In this way HE providers can use a learner’s 
grade profile to establish particular strengths.

We have ready-made off the shelf Diplomas 
that can simply be selected and used 
immediately. Alternately, as one of our Centres 
offering the Access to HE Diploma you 
can also choose to build your own tailored 
Diploma Course from our extensive range of 
subject units. We will check that your course 
is compliant with the regulations before 
approving it. Once approved, you are free to 
start recruiting and registering learners.

Advanced Learner Loan

All our Access to HE Diplomas are approved for 
public funding via the Advanced Learner Loan, 
now from 19 years +. This means that your 
learners can use the loan to cover the cost of 
the tuition fees for the course.

The good news is that if a learner progresses 
to Higher Education and completes a degree  
course, their loan for study on the Access to HE 
Diploma will be written off. Otherwise, the loan 
is paid back when the learner completes their 
Access to HE Diploma and earns more than 
£21,000 a year, at a rate of 9% of any income 
earned over this amount.

Advantages of becoming an 
Open College Network West 
Midlands Access to HE  
Diploma Centre
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Tutor support 
programmes



CPD



Networking  
opportunities

Awards 
ceremony “Advanced Learner Loans are administered by

Student Finance England (SFE).
Student Finance England is a Student Loans Company 
service, providing financial support to students on behalf 
of the UK Government.”
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Becoming an Access to HE Centre with us is a straightforward process: prospective 
centres complete an application form and may undergo an audit visit. We are always 
pleased to hear from new centres interested in delivering our Diplomas and we have 
dedicated staff to guide you through every stage of the process.

If you are interested please contact our Access team, telephone 01902 624 230 or  
email us at accesstohe@opencollnet.org.uk.

We promote widening participation, social 
inclusion and lifetime learning for all. We 
support flexible, responsive and quality assured 
learning opportunities in a wide range of 
contexts, including the classroom, at work, in 
the community, and through distance learning.

How to become an Access to 
HE Diploma Centre with us

Open College Network West Midlands is an 
Awarding Organisation committed to meeting the 
training and development needs of individuals, 
employers and communities. 

Open College Network West Midlands is a 
charity and a company limited by guarantee. 
Any financial surplus generated by Open 
College Network West Midlands is used to 
improve and develop the service we offer to 
learners and their education providers.

 






 


  




  











 



Talk to the team today...
T. 01902 624 230

E. accesstohe@opencollnet.org.uk



Open College Network West Midlands
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