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The Access to HE Diploma is a full Level 3 qualification designed to prepare adult 
learners without traditional qualifications for entry into Higher Education (HE). 
Highly respected and acknowledged throughout both the Further Education (FE) 
and HE sectors, Access to HE Diplomas provide the knowledge and skills needed to 
progress to Level 4 study at University or College and enable learners who may be 
lacking in confidence, without formal educational backgrounds or who have other 
commitments to succeed in Higher Education. 

Facts

 A typical Access to HE Diploma programme 
may be studied for 1 year full-time or 2 years 
part-time. 

 Programmes offered are generally organised 
to allow students to fit their study around 
their home, family and work commitments 
and can be delivered in one of three ways:

 in a traditional classroom setting, 

 wholly online, or 

 as a blended learning course depending   
on the particular Diploma and Centre. 

 

Access to Higher  
Education Diplomas

  Each year over 40,000 learners in the UK 
register on Access to HE Diplomas and the 
majority go on to succeed in HE and embark 
on life changing new careers.

  Studying an Access to HE Diploma leads to 
a national qualification, which is accepted 
as a standard entry qualification by HE 
providers in England and Wales. Open College 
Network West Midlands works with over 30 
Centres who offer over 150 Access to HE 
Diplomas in a wide range of sectors including; 
Health, Teaching, Social Work, IT, as well as 
more general Science, Social Science and 
Humanities routes. 

40,000 learners in the UK 
register on Access to HE 
Diplomas.

Over 30 Centres across the 
UK work with Open College 
Network West Midlands.

Over 150 Access Programmes 
are offered through Open 
College Network West 
Midlands.

 The majority learners with 
an Access to HE Diploma 
progress to college or 
university.
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Open College Network West Midlands is a national 
Awarding Organisation, regulated by Ofqual, the 
Welsh Government and the Quality Assurance Agency 
for Higher Education (QAA), to develop and award 
nationally recognised qualifications. 

Working in partnership with employers, training providers, colleges, 
universities, schools and community organisations, Open College 
Network West Midlands is a leading Access Validating Agency (AVA) 
in the UK in awarding Access to Higher Education Diplomas.



Why choose us as your Access 
Validating Agency provider?
• A leading AVA with the lowest risk rating from QAA 

• Online Access to HE Diploma offer

• Development support for new Access to HE Diplomas 

• Access to a bank of approved units across a range of curriculum areas and Diplomas

• Centres have the flexibility to design their own assessments

• High value and competitively priced Access to HE Diplomas

• A comprehensive course recognition process involving expert cross-sector practitioners when 
developing and reviewing Diplomas 

• Effective and supportive quality assurance through external moderation and standardisation with 
subject specialist Moderators to support and guide you 

• An efficient registration and awards process with fast certification – 99% of certificates are sent 
out within 2 days of results being verified 

• On-going curriculum support and responsive updates 

• A range of Access to HE Diploma courses and units are provided online via PEARL 

• We can help to promote Access to HE Diplomas in your community to help with your recruitment 

• A long-standing AVA with over 35 years’ experience in this field.

With Centres delivering over 150 Access to HE Diploma programmes across the country, 
we are the AVA of choice.

Enabling Learning...
...Releasing Potential

Open College Network West Midlands is an 
Awarding Organisation committed to meeting 
the training and development needs of 
individuals, employers and communities.



Access to Higher Education
Access to Higher Education (HE) is a full Level 3 qualification designed to prepare 
learners without traditional qualifications for entry into Higher Education (HE). 

Highly respected and acknowledged throughout both the Further Education (FE) and HE sectors, 
Access to HE Diplomas provide the knowledge and skills needed to progress to Level 4 study 
at University or College and enable learners who may be lacking in confidence, without formal 
educational backgrounds or who have other commitments, to succeed in HE.

Access to HE Diplomas can be studied for 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time). Open College 
Network West Midlands qualifications allow learners to fit their study around their home and work 
commitments. 

Studying an Access to HE Diploma leads to a national qualification, which is accepted as a 
standard entry qualification by most universities in England and Wales.

• Each year over 40,000 learners in the UK register on Access to HE Diplomas and 
the majority go on to succeed in HE and embark on life changing new careers. 

• Open College Network West Midlands works with over 50 Centres in England and 
Wales who offer over 150 Access to HE Diploma Courses in a wide range of sectors 
including Health, Education, Social Work, Computer Science, as well as more 
general Science, Social Science and Humanities routes.

1 in a traditional classroom setting

2 wholly online

3 as a blended learning course depending 
on the particular Diploma and Centre

Facts

• A typical Access to HE Diploma programme may be studied for 1 year full-time 
or 2 years part-time. 

• Programmes offered are generally organised to allow students to fit their study 
around their home, family and work commitments and can be delivered in one 
of three ways: 



Did you 
know…?

Access to HE Diplomas can be customised to complement 
employers’ or training providers’ needs. 

“We have always found the Open College Network West Midlands staff 
very helpful and friendly and their online information is so clear and easy 

to locate on their website.”  Lisa Westmorland, Stafford College

We offer an extensive range of  
Access to HE Diplomas across  
subject areas including  
(but not limited to):

• Art and Design

• Business and Management

• Computer Science

• Education

• Engineering

• Health Professionals 

• Humanities 

• Land Based Studies 

• Science 

• Social Science
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Open College Network West Midlands is a leading 
Access Validating Agency (AVA) licensed by the Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) to 
develop and award nationally recognised Access to 
Higher Education Diplomas. We are also proud of our 
status as a national Awarding Organisation regulated 
by Ofqual and Qualifications Wales to develop and 
award nationally recognised qualifications. 
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We have ready-made off the shelf Diplomas that can simply be selected and used immediately, 
following completion of approval processes. As one of our Centres offering the Access to HE 
Diploma you can also choose to build your own tailored Diploma Course by choosing a range 
of units from each Diploma’s extensive unit library; which meets the Rules of Combination and 
support learners in their preparation for higher education and future employment. 

Alternatively, if you wish to discuss the opportunity to develop and deliver a different Diploma 
please contact the Access team who will be happy to explain the processes required to be 
followed. We will check that your course is compliant with the regulations before approving it. 
Once approved, you are free to start recruiting and registering learners.

Can’t see what you’re looking for? 
New Access to HE Diplomas are regularly added to the suite of qualifications, so please get in 
touch if you cannot see what you are looking for.

For our full list of Diplomas, please visit our website www.opencollnet.org.uk



More than just another 
Learning Management System

 Innovative

 Personalised

 Responsive

Online and blended 
Access to HE Diplomas
Through an exclusive partnership with Stonebridge Associated Colleges and 
Learndirect we can also offer a wide range of fully online Access to HE Diplomas 
through highly innovative and leading industry software that enables Centres to tailor 
the content of their chosen Diploma course.

Introducing PEARL
PEARL is a full spectrum,  online learning platform like no other. Intuitive and easy to use, it is a 
Learning Management System that supports lifelong learning and enables training providers to 
deliver innovative, quality assessed learning whilst reducing costs.

PEARL brings together all that is good about online learning allowing FE Colleges and other 
providers delivering Access to HE Diplomas awarded by Open College Network West Midlands, to 
focus tutor resources more effectively on the needs of learners. 

PEARL helps learners achieve recognised Access to HE Diplomas from home, on the move or in  
the workplace. 

Learners are centre stage throughout their learning journey; PEARL is developed in the UK and 
constantly updated, with learners, training providers, awarding bodies and QAA in mind at all times. 

Tailored Diplomas through PEARL
PEARL contains ready-made Access to HE Diplomas. Each Diploma fulfils the necessary approved 
Rules of Combination using Open College Network West Midlands approved units and assessment 
methodologies. 

PEARL can also be used as part of a blended learning programme.  You can select units that 
compliment your learning programmes allowing a blend of classroom teaching and online learning.



Benefits of using PEARL for 
Access to HE Diploma delivery

For Providers
PEARL increases learner engagement, connects 
you with employers, reduces administration and 
saves you money. It’s an end-to-end solution 
covering every aspect of the learning journey. 
It is a system which enables users to build a 
comprehensive library of resources which can be 
continually reused and updated.

For Employers
The Career Exchange is linked to PEARL. Learners 
can create separate employer profiles and allow 
them to see their learning progress. A talent 
pipeline lets employers spot local talent and 
request a connection. The Career Exchange 
can be white labelled. Over 150 CPD courses 
are included as an incentive to employers and 
learners. Work vacancy advertising is free and it 
can be used as a recruitment tool. Employers can 
monitor staff CPD.

Benefits
• Rich interactive learning content mapped to 

regulated qualifications 

• Collaborative “social” learners are engaged 
creating and sharing additional resources

• Unique online technology assisted 
e-assessments for competency and 
knowledge-based assessment

• Delivers significant cost savings while 
increasing learner engagement 

• Incentives to motivate and  
encourage learners

• Dashboards to track learners and tutors at 
the click of a button. 

Features
• Cloud based scalable Virtual Learning 

Environment (VLE) 

• E-portfolio System: all portfolios and 
assignments kept online 

• Virtual Assessment Strategies including  
video evidence 

• Learner Tracking, Reporting and  
Management System 

• Initial Assessment Diagnostic Tool:  
supports IAG 

• Learners can customise their learning journey 

• Easy Course Creator Software 

• Advanced Learner Loans (or other SFA 
funding) Enrolment and Administration tool 

• Learner can communicate with peers  
and tutors 

• No setup costs.



How to become a Centre

Becoming an Access to HE Centre with us 
is a straightforward process: prospective 
centres complete an application form and 
may undergo an audit visit. We are always 
pleased to hear from new centres interested 
in delivering our Diplomas and we have 
dedicated staff to guide you through every 
stage of the process. 

If you are interested please contact our Access 
team, telephone 01902 624 230 or email us at: 
accesstohe@opencollnet.org.uk

We promote widening participation, social 
inclusion and lifetime learning for all. We 
support flexible, responsive and quality assured 
learning opportunities in a wide range of 
contexts, including the classroom, at work, in 
the community, and through distance learning.

Open College Network West Midlands is a 
charity and a company limited by guarantee. 
Any financial surplus generated by Open 
College Network West Midlands is used to 
improve and develop the service we offer to 
learners and their education providers.

Becoming an Open College 
Network West Midlands 
Recognised Centre
At Open College Network West Midlands the sharing of good practice is an important 
aspect of the support we offer you. As an Access to HE Centre approved with Open 
College Network West Midlands you will also benefit from the following services:

• An extensive programme of support for tutors. We host a number of Coordinator Forums per year. 
These include updates on Access developments, presentations from HE admissions tutors and the 
opportunity to network

• Continuous Professional Development (CPD) which includes Assessment and Grading and 
Internal Moderation training sessions throughout the year. Other staff training is provided on 
learner registration and results and quality assurance 

• Regular contact with your allocated Curriculum Area Moderator and Centre Reviewer, at interim 
and final moderation meetings.

Tutor  
support 

programmes

Dedicated 
Business 

Development 
Manager

CPD Regular 
meetings and 

events

Networking 
opportunities

Awards 
ceremony 

attendance and 
nomination 

opportunities






 














 





 



      






 














 





 





     



Lifelong Learning with Access to HE: 

a learner and provider perspective

IMPACT

Angela Bate started her Access to HE Diploma (Literature, History and Education) 

at Solihull College as a single parent of three. 

Having no formal qualifications and a survivor of domestic violence, Angela 

managed to succeed and kickstart her teaching career.

Access to HE Diploma (Literature, History and Education)

NAME

COURSE

ANGELA BATE

Read Angela’s story of how she progressed from studying an Access to 

HE Diploma to now teaching it as a Curriculum Manager at Fircroft College.

“I started the Access to HE as a single parent with 3 children under the age of 6. I had left school 

at the age of 14 with no qualifications and little desire to achieve.

“As a survivor of domestic violence, I was left alone to raise my 3 children. I was on a very low 

income with days where I couldn’t afford to eat. My home consisted of the bare minimum, 

mostly bought by my parents, and I wanted more for my children. Due to my experiences with 

the father of my children, I was terrified of men and before this course I rarely left my home 

apart from to visit my parents’ home. I used to look at other people who had started education 

and moved into a career, and only wish that could be me.

“Attending the Access course was hard; completing assignments with 3 young children was very 

challenging. My dad gave me his old PC so I could type up my work as I couldn’t afford anything 

myself. I suffered from glandular fever for approximately 3 months during the course and it was 

a real fight to succeed. But I did.

“The impact of the Access course was immeasurable. When my children played ‘moms and 

dads’, they ‘went to college’ during their play!! - I was a role model for them and that made me 

proud. The Access course enabled me to speak up and to have the confidence to express myself 

objectively and effectively.

“My tutor was incredible and I excelled. This learning prepared me in so many ways. I remember 

thinking, how do I write an essay. The first line of my first history assignment said, ‘it has been 

suggested that there was a world war 2…’. I had no clue, but by the end I was creating work of 

a high standard. This, along with the subject knowledge I gained, gave me direction. I re-found 

my love of English and this is what I studied at university. I was also able to offer peer support 

facilitated by my tutor. This reminded me that I loved helping others and seeing them do well.

“I still didn’t realise that teaching was my direction – this came later. Ironically, I met up with 

a school friend whilst at university and she told me she couldn’t have got through Maths and 

English at school without me – I used to teach her. I was bored during those lessons but this 

relieved that boredom. There it was – my direction!.

“There is so much to say in terms of what the Access course did for me. It started my journey and 

enabled me to be a role model to my children; two of them now work in education! It made me 

ready for university in so many ways. It helped me find my subject - my career! It helped me find 

my voice; my confidence. It gave me hope. It gave me a future and it still does so much for me. 

Every time I meet a new Access learner, I know them…I am them. Access to HE is the gift that 

forever continues to give. I am very lucky to have been able to study on an Access course!”.



Learner Case Studies

IMPACT

IMPACT

CAREER 
PROGRESSION

CAREER 
PROGRESSION

Anna studied her Access to Higher Education Diploma (Science) with Central College for Education and finished her studies in 2019.
Having already achieved a degree in the past, Anna needed to achieve a  science-based qualification to progress onto her chosen Masters course.

David studied his Access to Higher Education Diploma (Medicine and Health Care Professions) at Stafford College, finishing his studies in 2013.
Following the Access to HE Diploma, David progressed to University of Leicester to study Medicine MbCHb.

Access to Higher Education Diploma (Science)

Access to Higher Education Diploma (Medicine and Health Care Professions)

NAME

NAME

COURSE

COURSE

ANNA FRETWELL

DAVID CAIN

“I had been away from education for many years so taking the Access to HE Diploma allowed me to regain confidence in my ability to study. Although I had used many similar skills in employment (mainly research and report writing), a new level of time management and self-motivation was required”.

“The Access to Higher Education Diploma (Medicine and Health Care Professions) at Stafford College prepared me well for my university degree in a myriad of ways. Firstly, giving me the foundation knowledge needed to study medicine, but it also provided me with many key skills required to study and perform well in higher education”.

“This course gave me the confidence to continue with Higher Education. It also confirmed to me that the subject area is one that I am truly passionate about, that I still enjoy learning and that I have the right motivation to move forward”. 

“The course really inspired me to achieve my goals and without the help of tutors and fellow classmates, I don’t think that I would be where I am today.  
“I full heartedly recommend the Access to Higher Education Diploma to anyone who wants to go onto higher education but feels that they don’t possess the right qualifications, or to anyone who feels that they are lacking in other skills to move onto university - it really does prepare you for university!”.

Anna went on to study MSc Human Nutrition at the University of Sheffield and graduated with a Distinction. She is currently working as a Research Assistant at the same university.  

David is now a General Duties Medical Officer in the RAF and is hoping to start orthopaedic training in early 2021.



Talk to the team today...
T. 01902 624 230

E. accesstohe@opencollnet.org.uk

Open College Network West Midlands is an 
Awarding Organisation committed to meeting the 
training and development needs of individuals, 
employers and communities.
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