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Mission Statement 

 
We recognise achievement and support learning transforming the lives of individuals 

and communities. 
 
 
 

Our Vision 
 

To be the best we can be. 
 
 
 
Our Values 

• Integrity – committed to ethical and sustainable business practices; 
• Clarity – a clear qualification offer supported by transparent processes; 
• Collaboration – working with customers and other stakeholders; 
• Aspiration – supporting individuals to fulfil their potential and progress; 
• Excellence – committed to high quality; 
• Innovation – creating opportunities for learners, employers and communities; 
• Inclusion – celebrating diversity and respecting individuality. 

 
 

 

www.opencollnet.org.uk 
 
 

 

http://www.ocnwmr.org.uk/
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Qualification summary 

This Qualification Guide covers Entry Level 3 (CEFR Level B1) of the Open College Network West 
Midlands suite of qualifications in ESOL International. The qualification includes all four modules: 
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. 

For details of other levels of Open College Network West Midlands ESOL International qualifications, 
please see the relevant Qualification Guides available from the website. 

Title: Open College Network West Midlands Entry Level Certificate in 

ESOL International (Entry 3) (CEFR B1) 

Qualification Number: 603/3557/9 
 

Level: Entry 3 

Credit Value: 0 

Guided Learning Hours: 120 hours 

Total Qualification Time: 160 hours 

Qualification Objective: This qualification allows learners to demonstrate their English 
language skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) International 
qualifications are designed for candidates who are not native 
speakers of English and who wish to achieve a high quality, 
internationally recognised qualification in English that is 
available and recognised worldwide and at the highest level 
(NQF Level 3 / CEF C2). They are suitable for candidates who 
are preparing for entry to higher education or professional 
employment in the UK or elsewhere. ESOL International 
qualifications are designed to reference the descriptions of 
language proficiency in the Common European Framework 
Reference for Languages (CEFR). The levels in the CEFR have 
been mapped to the levels in the National Qualifications 
Framework for England, Wales and Northern Ireland (see 
Pathways to Proficiency: the alignment of language proficiency 
scales for assessing competence in English Language DFES / 
QCA, 2003).  

Progression Routes:  This qualification can be used as a stepping stone to   higher 

levels of English language qualification. 

Entry requirements:  There are no specific entry requirements to access this 

qualification, bar the minimum age for access to this 

qualification is 16 years of age. 

Assessment requirements: There are two assessments for this qualification, Speaking is 

externally set by Open College Network West Midlands, 

internally marked by the centre, and Externally Quality Assured 

by Open College Network West Midlands. Listening, Reading 

and Writing assessments are externally set and externally 

marked by Open College Network West Midlands. 

  

https://www.opencollnet.org.uk/qualifications/esol/esol-international
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Structure and level of this qualification  

To achieve the Open College Network Midlands Entry Level Certificate in ESOL International (Entry 

Level Three) (CEFR B1), learners must achieve a total of 50% of the marks available in the 

assessments. 

 Mandatory Group M 

Title Level 
CEFR 
Level 

GLH TQT Unit code 
Unit 

reference 
number 

Reading E3 B1 30 40 HD3/E3/NQ/037 M/617/2151 

Writing E3 B1 30 40 HD3/E3/NQ/038 A/617/2153 

Speaking  E3 B1 30 40 KB3/E3/NQ/001 T/617/2152 

Listening E3 B1 30 40 HB7/E3/NQ/016 K/617/2150 

 

Level descriptors 

Units are assigned a level based on current RQF guidance issued by Ofqual. 

 

Level Knowledge Descriptor (the 
holder…) 

Skills Descriptor (the holder 
can…) 

 
Entry 3 Has basic knowledge and 

understanding to carry out structured 
tasks and activities in familiar contexts; 
and 
Knows and understands the steps 
needed to complete structured tasks 
and activities in familiar contexts. 

 

Carry out structured tasks and 
activities in familiar contexts. Be aware 
of the consequences of actions for self 
and others. 

Extracted from ‘After the QCF A New Qualification Framework’ October 2015 

CEFR Level 
B1 

Vantage 
Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly 
encountered in work, school, leisure etc.  Can deal with most situations likely to arise 
while travelling in an area where the language is spoken.  Can produce simple 
connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest.  Can describe 
experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions and plans. 

Extracted from ‘Pathways to Proficiency’ 2003 

 

 

http://www.opencollnet.oeg.uk/documents/units/hd3e3nq037.pdf
http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/units/hd3e3nq038.pdf
http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/units/kb3e3nq001.pdf
http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/units/hb7e3nq016.pdf
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Assessment 

The assessment process is as follows:  

Externally set, internally marked Speaking Assessment: Assessment for the speaking 
component is externally set by Open College Network West Midlands and internally marked by Open 
College Network West Midlands approved markers at the centre.  

⚫ Candidates sit the assessment at the centre.  Candidate assessments are recorded. 
⚫ Open College Network West Midlands appointed markers at the centre mark the candidate 

speaking files 
⚫ Candidate recordings and mark sheets are internally quality assured by the Centre’s Internal 

Quality Assurer 
⚫ Candidate recordings and mark sheets are externally quality assured by Open College 

Network West Midlands to ensure that marking is consistent, reliable, valid and fair across 
the candidates at all levels. 

⚫ Results are communicated to Open College Network West Midlands for inclusion in the 
candidates’ overall results. 

External Set, externally marked assessment of Listening, Reading and Writing 

components:  The Listening, Reading and Writing components are assessed via externally set and 

externally marked assessments provided by Open College Network West Midlands. 

⚫ Assessments are externally set and marked by Open College Network West Midlands 

⚫ The learners sit the external examinations for each of the three components: Listening, 
Reading and Writing. 

⚫ The learners’ completed examination papers are marked by Open College Network West 
Midlands appointed examiners 

⚫ The marked examination papers go through a standardisation process to ensure that marking 
is consistent, reliable, valid and fair across markers, papers, centres and learners 

⚫ Candidate results for the speaking assessment are included in the final results processing 

⚫ Results will be released to centres once the standardisation and awarding process has 
concluded. 

Centres are advised to refer to our Centre Handbook and the External Assessment Regulations 

Publications. These provide guidance on how centres must conduct the externally set and marked 

assessments for ESOL International qualifications.  

Please note that grade thresholds may change where this is necessary to maintain standards. 

 

Approval  

The requirements to deliver this qualification are set out in the ESOL Assessment Guide. 

To gain approval to offer the qualification, centres must submit a Qualification Approval Form 

(QAF). 

If you are not an Open College Network West Midlands Recognised Centre and you wish to offer the 

qualification, you will need to apply for Centre Recognition with us. To start the application process 

please email enquiries@opencollnet.org.uk or telephone 01902 624 239.   

For more information visit Becoming a Centre on our website.  

 
 

  

http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/Guides/AssessmentGuide.pdf
http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/Guides/AssessmentGuide.pdf
http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/Guides/AssessmentGuide.pdf
http://www.opencollnet.org.uk/documents/Guides/AssessmentGuide.pdf
https://www.opencollnet.org.uk/qualifications/qualification-approval
https://www.opencollnet.org.uk/qualifications/qualification-approval
mailto:enquiries@opencollnet.org.uk
https://www.opencollnet.org.uk/centres/becoming-a-centre
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Annex 1 – Further details 

Qualification structure 

The Open College Network West Midlands Entry Level 3 Certificate in ESOL International (B1) consists 

of four mandatory Units: 

Unit Name Unit number 

Reading M/617/2151 

Writing A/617/2153 

Speaking T/617/2152 

Listening K/617/2150 

 

Each Unit is assessed through a separate examination, externally set and externally marked by Open 

College Network West Midlands. 

 
Unit No. of 

Tasks 

Task 1 Type Task 2 Type Task 3 Type Time 

allowed 

Reading  3 

Short text to include 

simple spelling 

mistakes of 

common words, 

grammatical errors 

and word choices 

Longer text to 

include true/false 

questions, 

identification of 

purpose, type, 

audience 

Extended text to find 

and select relevant 

information 

45 minutes 

Writing  2 

Formal written text 

from a choice of 

topics/purposes. 

Four content points 

to be covered 

Informal written text 

with specific 

instructions. 

Different formats of 

text 

  70 minutes 

Speaking  3 

Informal 

talk/conversation 

with questions from 

interlocutor 

Role play from 

familiar topics and 

situations 

Discussion using 

stimulus such as 

photographs/images 

Minimum 

of 6 

minutes 

speaking 

time, with 

10 minutes 

preparation 

time for 

Tasks 2 

and 3 

Listening  3 

Response selection 

– a number of 

statements requiring 

choice of response 

Recording of 

conversations to 

identify context, 

purpose, speakers, 

gist, relationship 

between speakers, 

opinions 

Recording of 

monologue or 

broadcast to identify 

gist, examples, fact, 

opinion, purpose, 

contrast 

20 minutes 
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Learners must achieve a minimum of 50% aggregate score across all four Units in order to achieve the 

full qualification at Entry Level 3 (B1) - and learners must achieve 35% or more in each module, for this 

aggregation to take place. 

The Units reflect the Council for Europe Framework for References (CEFR) Level Descriptors: 

 

  

Proficient 
User 

C2 Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise 
information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing 
arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express self 
spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of 
meaning even in more complex situations. 
 

C1 Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts and recognise implicit 
meaning. Can express self fluently and spontaneously without much obvious 
searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, 
academic and professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, 
detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational 
patterns, connectors and cohesive devices. 
 

Independent 
User 

B2 Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract 
topics, including technical discussions in own field of specialisation. Can 
interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction 
with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce 
clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a 
topical issue fiving the advantages and disadvantages of various options. 
 

B1 Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters 
regularly encountered in school, leisure etc. Can deal with most situations likely 
to arise while travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Can produce 
simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can 
describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly 
give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans. 
 

Basic User A2 Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of 
most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, 
shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and 
routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar 
and routine matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects of own background, 
immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need. 
 

A1 Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases 
aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce self and 
others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as 
where they live, people they know and things they own. Can interact in a 
simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared 
to help. 
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Topics and Text Types 

At Entry Level 3, learners will encounter topics which are both familiar and relevant to them as learners 

of English. These will include: 

⚫ Family and community life 

⚫ Hobbies and pastimes 

⚫ Personal details/experiences 

⚫ Holidays and leisure activities 

⚫ Shopping 

⚫ Work and Jobs 

⚫ Health 

⚫ Education and training 

⚫ Services 

⚫ UK Society 

⚫ Weather  

⚫ Transport 

Tutors should ensure that learners have sufficient vocabulary and contextual knowledge to be able to 

engage with any of the topics listed. 

At this level, learners are expected to read and understand straightforward texts of varying length on a 

variety of topics accurately and independently, reading and obtaining information from different sources, 

in texts such as: 

⚫ Forms 

⚫ Notes 

⚫ Records 

⚫ Emails 

⚫ Short reports 

⚫ Simple instructions 

⚫ Narratives 

At this level, learners are expected to be able to write to communicate information and opinions with 

some adaptation to the intended audience in a range of texts that includes: 

⚫ forms 

⚫ notes 

⚫ records 

⚫ emails 

⚫ letters 

⚫ narratives 

⚫ simple instructions 

⚫ short reports 

⚫ articles 

Learners will also be expected to demonstrate their ability to plan, draft, proofread and revise their own 

writing. 
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Communicative functions and notions 

At Entry Level 3, learners should be able to carry out the following communicative functions during 

verbal interactions with native and near-native speakers: 

⚫ Greet  

⚫ Take leave 

⚫ Give personal information 

⚫ Introduce others 

⚫ Ask for personal information 

⚫ Describe self/others 

⚫ Describe places and things 

⚫ Ask for descriptions of people, places and things 

⚫ Compare people, places and things 

⚫ Make comparative questions 

⚫ Narrate events in the past 

⚫ Give factual accounts 

⚫ Ask about past events 

⚫ Express certainty about the future 

⚫ Ask about future events 

⚫ Express opinions about future possibilities 

⚫ Express obligation 

⚫ Offer help 

⚫ Make arrangements 

⚫ Make requests on the phone in formal and informal situations 

⚫ Make requests – ask someone to do something in formal and informal situations 

⚫ Make requests – ask for directions 

⚫ Respond to requests for directions 

⚫ Respond to requests for instructions 

⚫ Respond to requests for an explanation 

⚫ Make requests – ask for permission formally 

⚫ Express feelings, likes and dislikes with reasons, cause and effect 

⚫ Ask about people’s feelings, opinions, interests, wishes and hopes 

⚫ Express views and opinions 

⚫ Apologise in formal and informal situations 

⚫ Explain and give reasons 

⚫ Show contrast, cause, reason, purpose 

⚫ Ask for clarification and explanation 

⚫ Confirm information 

⚫ Check back and ask for confirmation 

⚫ Ask for advice and suggestions 

⚫ Respond to suggestions 

⚫ Respond to advice 

⚫ Make suggestions and give advice 

⚫ Suggest action with others 

⚫ Praise and compliment others 

⚫ Complain 

⚫ Warn and prohibit 
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Key Language Items 

At Entry Level 3, learners should understand and be able to use key language items as detailed below, 

including specific grammar, vocabulary and verb forms: 

Simple and 

compound 

sentences 

• Variations in word order 

• Word order in complex sentences 

• There has/have been 

• There will be/ there was going to be 

• Complex sentences with one subordinate clause of either time, reason, result, 
condition or concession 

• Defining relative clauses using who, which, that 

• A range of verbs +ing form 

• Verbs + infinitive with and without “to” 

• Infinitive of purpose 

• Simplified reported statements 

• A wide range of “wh” questions 

• Simple embedded questions 

• Statements with question tags using Entry 3 tenses 

Noun phrase • Noun phrases with pre and post modification 

• A range of determiners 

• Use of articles including: definite article with post modification; use of indefinite 

article to indicate an example of; use of indefinite articles in definitions 

Verb forms and 

time markers 

in statements, 

interrogatives, 

negatives and 

short forms 

• Present perfect with since/for/ever/never/yet/already 

• “Used to” for regular actions in the past 

• Past continuous 

• Future simple verb forms 

• Modals and forms with similar meaning: positive and negative, e.g you 

should/shouldn’t to express obligation; might/may/will to express possibility and 

probability in the future; would/should for advice; need to for obligation; will 

definitely to express certainty in the future; May I asking for permission; I would 

rather (I’d rather) stating preference 

• Common phrasal verbs and position of object pronouns 

Adjectives • Comparative and superlative adjectives 

• Comparative structures 

Adverbs and 

prepositional 

phrases 

• Wider range of prepositions and prepositional phrases 

• A wide range of adverbial uses, e.g. to express possibility and un/certainty – 

possibly, perhaps, definitely 

• More complex adverbial phrases of time, place, frequency and manner 

• A range of intensifiers including too and enough 

Discourse • Markers to indicate: addition, sequence, contrast 

• Markers to structure spoken discourse 

• Use of ellipsis in informal situations 

• Use of vague language 
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Individual Unit details – Entry Level 3 Reading 

Overview of learner knowledge, skills and understanding 

CEFR standard Tested in: 

Read straightforward factual text5s on subjects related to own field and interest 

with a satisfactory level of comprehension. 

Task 2 

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters well 

enough to correspond regularly with a pen friend. 

Task 1 

Scan longer texts in order to locate desired information and gather information from 

different parts of a text, or from different texts in order to fulfil a specific task 

Task 3 

Find and understand relevant information in everyday material such as letters, 

brochures and short official documents 

Tasks 2 and 3 

Identify the main conclusions in clearly signalled argumentative texts 

Recognise lines of argument in the treatment of the issue presented, though not 
necessarily in detail. 

Task 1 

Recognise significant points in straightforward newspaper articles on familiar 

subjects. 

Task 3 

 

Overview of Assessment 

The total time allocated for the Reading examination is 45 minutes. 

There are three tasks in total. 

The maximum marks available for the Reading examination is 30. Learners must achieve a minimum of 

15 marks across the three tasks in order to achieve a pass. 

Task 1 

In this part of the test, learners read a non-continuous text which is broken into separate sections or 

paragraphs, for example a series of diary entries or an email exchange. 

The text is followed by multiple choice questions about grammar, language, spelling and punctuation 

within the text and learners must choose the correct response from four options. 

The questions require learners to understand spelling, grammar and language forms within the text as 

well as the viewpoint of the writer. 

To arrive at the correct response, learners will need to understand the grammar, spelling and 

punctuation conventions used in formal and informal writing. 

The total marks available for this task is eight.  
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Task 2 

In this part of the test, learners read a continuous text which takes the form of an article, excerpt or a 

section of a report on a contemporary problem or current affairs issue. 

The questions require learners to understand specific information within the text as well as the 

viewpoint of the writer. Some of the questions are gap fill where learners have to complete gaps within 

the text by choosing the correct option from a choice of four given. 

To arrive at the correct answer, learners will need to understand the detailed meaning of the 

sentence/paragraph containing the gap fill question, or he overall meaning of the paragraph. 

The total marks available for this task is 11. 

Task 3 

In this part of the test, learners read a continuous text which takes the form of an item of 

correspondence such as a letter or email. It may be formal or informal and the correspondence will 

provide some complex information which is instructional in nature. 

The text is followed by multiple choice questions where the learner needs to choose the correct answer 

from a choice of four options. Learners are expected to understand the essential message within the 

text and extract relevant details. 

The total marks available for this task is 11. 
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Individual Unit details – Entry Level 3 Writing 

Overview of learner knowledge, skills and understanding 

CEFR standard: Tested in assessment task: 

Write straightforward connected texts on a range of familiar 

subjects within own field of interest, by linking a series of 

shorter discrete elements into a linear sequence. 

Writing test task 1 

Write straightforward, detailed descriptions on a range of 

familiar subjects within own field of interest. 

Write account of experiences, describe feelings and reactions 
in simple connected text. 
Write a description of an event or recent trip, real or imagined 
Narrate a story 
  

Writing test tasks 1 and 2 

Write short simple essays on topics of interest 

Summarise, rep[ort and give own opinion about accumulated 
factual information on familiar routine and non-routine 
matters within own field with some confidence.  

Writing test tasks 1 and 2 

 

Overview of Assessment 

The total allocated time fort the Writing examination is 70 minutes. There are two tasks in total. 

The maximum marks available for the Writing examination is 30 marks. Learners must achieve a 

minimum of 15 marks across the two tasks in order to achieve a Pass. 

Task 1 

The learner will be required to write one of the following: 

⚫ An essay 

⚫ A report 

⚫ A review of a film/book or play 

⚫ A description in the form of a short story 

⚫ An article 

⚫ A proposal 

⚫ A blog 

The focus will depend on the task, including advising, complaining, comparing, describing, explaining, 

expressing opinion, justifying, recommending, summarising. 

The learner will be required to write between 100 and 120 words. 

The learner’s performance in this task is scored based on the following four categories: 

⚫ Task achievement 

⚫ Vocabulary (including range, control and spelling) 

⚫ Grammar (including range and control) 

⚫ Structure (including coherence, format and punctuation) 

The total number of marks available for the task is 15. 
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Task 2 

The learner will be required to write a formal response in the form of a letter or email of between 100 

and 120 words in length. 

The focus of the task will be on some of the following language functions: advising, apologising, 

comparing, describing, explaining, expressing opinions, justifying, persuading, recommending and 

suggesting. 

The learner’s performance in this task is scored based on the following four categories: 

⚫ Task achievement 

⚫ Vocabulary (including range, control and spelling) 

⚫ Grammar (including range and control) 

⚫ Structure (including coherence, format and punctuation) 

The total number of marks available for the task is 15. 

Sample assessment papers are available to download from our website and these will assist centres in 

familiarising learners with the content and format of Open College Network West Midlands’ 

assessments for ESOL International qualifications. 

Assessment sessions for ESOL International qualifications will be published on our website and centres 

should ensure that any required assessments are booked with Open College Network West Midlands 

prior to making any arrangements with learners. 
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Individual Unit details – Entry Level 3 Speaking 

Overview of learner knowledge, skills and understanding  

CEFR standard: Tested in: 

Communicate with some confidence on familiar routine and non-routine matters related 

to own interests and professional field.  Can exchange, check and confirm information, 

deal with less routine situations and explain why something is a problem.  Can express 

thoughts on more abstract cultural topics such as films, books, music, etc.  

Tasks 2 

and 3 

Exploit a range of simple language to deal with most situations likely to arise whilst 

travelling. Can enter unprepared into conversation on familiar topics, express personal 

opinions and exchange information on topics that are familiar, of personal interest or 

pertinent to everyday life (e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).  

Tasks 2 

and 3 

Follow clearly articulated speech directed at them in everyday conversations though will 

sometimes have to ask for repetition or reformulation from time to time. 

Tasks 1 

and 2 

Enter unprepared into conversations on familiar topics. 

Follow clearly articulated speech directed at them in everyday conversation though will 
sometimes have to ask for repetition or reformulation from time to time 
Maintain a conversation or discussion but may sometimes be difficult to follow when 
trying to say exactly what they would like to do. 
Express and respond to feelings such as surprise, happiness, sadness, interest and 
indifference.  

Tasks 2 

and 3 

 

Overview of Assessment 

The total guide time for the Speaking examination is 20 minutes including an introduction read by the 

Interlocutor. There are three tasks in total. 

Learners are required to take the speaking examination individually with the interlocutor. It is possible 

for learners to take the assessment in pairs, but this is not recommended. 

The maximum marks for the Speaking examination are 30. Learners must achieve a minimum of 15 

marks across the three tasks in order to be awarded a Pass. 

Task 1 

This part of the test is a general conversation between the learners and the Interlocutor. The 

Interlocutor asks the learners in turn a set of standardised open questions about: 

⚫ Their like and dislikes 

⚫ Education and work 

⚫ Leisure and entertainment 

⚫ Holidays and travel 

⚫ The media 

⚫ Their home life 

The purpose of this task is to test the language of social interaction and help to settle the learners, 

enabling them to overcome any initial nervousness. 

The questions are designed to elicit short answers rather than extended responses, although learners 

are instructed to provide their responses using full sentences and to give additional detail. Some 
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questions may contain more than one part. The learners are not allowed to make notes in this section 

of the examination. 

The guide time for this task is four minutes. 

The learners will be assessed on task achievement, vocabulary, grammar and fluency and 

pronunciation. The total number of marks available for this task is six marks. 

Task 2 

This part of the speaking test tales the form of a discussion between two people – the learner and the 

interlocutor. The aim of the discussion will be to reach agreement on a course of action for a given 

imagined situation.  This may be a complaint, an enquiry or asking for advice or directions. 

The purpose of this task is to assess the learners’ ability to: 

⚫ Make or respond to simple suggestions  

⚫ Present reasons for events, opinions and feelings 

⚫ Agree, disagree and propose alternatives 

⚫ Explain a point of view and comment of the advantages and disadvantages of various options 

⚫ Make recommendations and arrive at an agreement 

Learners are assessed on their ability to participate in the task (the use of appropriate language and 

interactive strategies) rather than individual views and opinions the learner has expressed. 

Learners will be given a scenario which is designed to generate ideas and provide the basis for the 

discussion. Learners are not required to refer to all of the information in the scenario and they can 

introduce their own ideas. 

Learners may make notes in preparation for the discussion, but these should act as prompts not as a 

script. The guide time for this task is nine minutes, including any preparation time.  Any notes should 

be kept by the examiner and submitted to Open College Network West Midlands with the learner’s 

other assessment materials. 

The learners will be assessed on task achievement, vocabulary, grammar and fluency and 

pronunciation. 

The total number of marks available for this part of the test is 12. 

Task 3 

This part of the test takes the form of a presentation or monologue on a prompt presented by the 

Interlocutor. The Interlocutor will present the learners with a photograph, newspaper or magazine 

article, graph, chart or diagram on which they should speak for at least two minutes. 

The purpose of this task is to assess the learners’ ability to provide an extended talk of approximately 

two minutes each on the given topic. They are expected to be able to reflect on their own and others; 

opinions and consider two differing points of view. The learner may make notes; however, these should 

be used as prompts for the monologue and not used as a script. 

The guide time for this part of the assessment is eight minutes, including preparation time. 

The learners will be assessed on task achievement, vocabulary, grammar and fluency and 

pronunciation.  The total number of marks available for this part of the test is 12. 
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Individual Unit details – Entry Level 3 Listening 

Overview of learner knowledge, skills and understanding 

 CEFR standard: Tested in: 

Understand straightforward factual information about common everyday or job-
related topics, identifying both general messages and specific details, provided 
speech is clearly articulated in a generally familiar accent. 
Understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar matters 
regularly encountered in work, school, leisure etc, including short narratives 

Tasks 1 and 2 

Follow a lecture of short talk within own field, provided the subject matter is 

familiar and the presentation straightforward and clearly structured. 

Follow in outline straightforward short talks on familiar topics provided these are 
delivered in clearly articulated standard speech. 
 

Task 3 

Understand simple technical information, such as operating instructions for 

everyday equipment. 

Follow detailed directions. 

Task 2 

Understand the information content of the majority of recorded or broadcast 

audio material on topics of personal interest delivered in clear standard speech. 

Understand the main points of radio news bulletins and simpler recorded material 
about familiar subjects delivered relatively slowly and clearly. 

 

Tasks 1 and 3 

Identify unfamiliar words from the context on topics related to own field and 

interests. 

Extrapolate the meaning of occasional unknown words from the context and 
deduce meaning provided the topic discussed is familiar. 
 

Task 3 

Understand a large part of many TV programmes on topics of personal interest 

such as interviews, short lectures, and news reports when the delivery is 

relatively slow and clear. 

Follow many films in which visuals and action carry much of the storyline, and 

which are delivered clearly in straightforward language. 

Catch the main points in TV programmes on familiar topics when the delivery is 
relatively slow and clear. 

Tasks 2 and 3 

Understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech 

on both concrete and abstract topics delivered in a standard dialect, including 

technical discussions in own field of specialisation. 

Task 3 

 

Overview of Assessment 

The total allocated time for the Listening examination is 25 minutes. There are three tasks in total. 

The maximum marks available for the Listening examination is 30. Learners must achieve a minimum 

of 15 marks across the three tasks in order to be awarded a Pass. 
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Task 1 

In this part of the test, learners will hear six statements read out by the Interlocutor. Learners have to 

choose a relevant response from four given for each statement. 

The statements are heard twice. There is no thread or connection between the statements. 

The total marks available for this task is six. 

Task 2 

In this part of the test learners listen to a dialogue between two people whose relationship is that of a 

service user and a service provider, for example a caller and a college receptionist, or a patient and a 

doctor. The focus of the dialogue is mostly informational. The dialogue is heard twice.  

Learners have to answer multiple choice questions, choosing the correct answer from a choice of four 

options. Most questions require learners to locate and understand specific information from the 

dialogue, however there might be some general ‘gist’ questions focusing on a very clearly stated 

opinion or attitude. To arrive at the correct answer, learners will need to understand the detailed 

meaning of the dialogue. 

The total marks available for this task is 12. 

Task 3 

In this part of the test, learners listen to a monologue, for example a speech, lecture or an extract from 

a report. The monologue is mostly informational in focus. The monologue is heard twice. 

Learners must answer multiple choice questions, choosing the correct answer from a choice of four 

options. Most questions require learners to locate and understand specific information from the 

monologue, however there might be some general ‘gist’ questions focusing on a very clearly stated 

attitude or opinion. To arrive at the correct answer, learners will need to understand the detailed 

meaning of the monologue. 

The total marks available for this task is 12. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The information provided in this qualification guide is accurate at the time of publication but is subject to 
change. Open College Network West Midlands will occasionally update qualification information, so 
please refer to the ‘Open College Network West Midlands Qualifications’ page of our website to view 
any updates, including qualification end dates and the latest versions of our qualification guides. 
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